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2022 CESU Network National Meeting – Agenda 
21-23 June 2022 | Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday @ 1:00-5:00 PM ET | Virtual via MS Teams* 
 
Contact: Tom Fish, CESU Network National Office | Tom_Fish@nps.gov | 202.302.9482  
 
Agenda at a Glance  

Day | Time Topics 
Tuesday | June 21 
1:00-5:00 PM ET  Welcome 

 CESU Showcase Round Robin: Brief Updates from the CESUs, #1 & #2 
 State of the Network 
 CESU Network Awards 

Wednesday | June 22 
1:00-5:00 PM ET  Understanding and supporting partnerships at the landscape scale in urban 

and rural settings through stewardship mapping 
 Plant harvests, fire, and traditional Indigenous resource management in 

National Parks: Toward a reconciliation of Western and Indigenous knowledge 
 Is "One Health" a win-win? 
 One Health problems require collaborative solutions: Risk of SARS-CoV-2 

transmission between humans and animal 
 A framework for identifying and monitoring site vulnerabilities and establishing 

sustainability indices for earthen ruins in the arid West 
Project Spotlights 

 Trusting bodies of knowledge: A case study of deciding environmental cleanup 
in a U.S. West mining town 

 Strategic Conservation Assessment of Gulf Coast landscapes 

Thursday | June 23 
1:00-5:00 PM ET 
 

 CESU Network Program Evaluation and Characterization Update 
 Emerging Needs in Ecosystem Science 
 Concurrent Discussion Sessions #1 

+ Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility  
+ Science Translation  

 Concurrent Discussion Sessions #2 
+ Partnering Across Networks 
+ Rapid Response Framework  

 Reflections and Future Directions 
+ CESU Council Remarks 
+ CESU Directors Remarks 

 
 
* remote participation info sent separately   
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Detailed Agenda 

Tuesday | June 21 | 1:00-5:00 PM ET 
1:00 PM  Welcome & Overview 

1:15 PM  CESU Showcase Round Robin: Brief Updates from the CESUs, Part 1 
+ CESU Directors and staff 

2:15 PM  Break 

2:30 PM  CESU Showcase Round Robin: Brief Updates from the CESUs, Part 2 
+ CESU Directors and staff 

3:30 PM  Break 

3:45 PM  State of the Network 
+ Tom Fish, National Coordinator, CESU Network National Office 

4:30 PM  CESU Network Awards 

4:55 PM  Wrap-up 

 
 
Wednesday | June 22 | 1:00-5:00 PM ET 
1:00 PM  Welcome Back & Overview of Day 2 

 
1:05 PM 

Urban Ecology 
 Understanding and supporting partnerships at the landscape scale in urban  

and rural settings through stewardship mapping 
+ Lindsay Campbell, Research Social Scientist, USDA Forest Service, Northern 
Research Station - NYC Urban Field Station 

 
1:35 PM 

Integrating Indigenous Knowledge and Western Science 
 Plant harvests, fire, and traditional Indigenous resource management in  

National Parks: Toward a reconciliation of Western and Indigenous knowledge 
+ Douglas Deur, Associate Research Professor, Anthropology Department,  
Portland State University 

2:05 PM  Break 

 
2:20 PM 

Ecosystems and Public Health 
 Is "One Health" a win-win? 

+ Kevin Lafferty, Senior Ecologist, USGS Western Ecological Research Center 

 One Health problems require collaborative solutions: Risk of SARS-CoV-2 
transmission between humans and animals 
+ Jonathan Cook, Research Biologist, USGS Eastern Ecological Science Center 

 
3:00 PM 

Climate Adaptation 
 A framework for identifying and monitoring site vulnerabilities and establishing 

sustainability indices for earthen ruins in the arid West 
+ Evan Oskierko-Jeznacki, Historical Architect, Vanishing Treasures Program, 
National Park Service 
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3:30 PM  Break 

 
3:45 PM 

Project Spotlight #1 
 Trusting bodies of knowledge: A case study of deciding environmental cleanup  

in a U.S. West mining town 
+ Nichelle Frank, Assistant Professor, History, Utah State University Eastern 

 
4:15 PM 
 

Project Spotlight #2 
 Strategic Conservation Assessment of Gulf Coast landscapes 

+ Kristine Evans, Assistant Professor, Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture, Mississippi State University 
+ Todd Hopkins, Coastal Resilience Coordinator for the Southeast and Gulf,  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

4:55 PM  Wrap Up 

 
 
Thursday | June 23 | 1:00-5:00 PM ET 
1:00 PM  Welcome Back & Overview of Day 3 

1:05 PM  CESU Network Program Evaluation and Characterization Update 
+ Shawn Dalton, Thrive, Inc. 

1:25 PM  Emerging Needs in Ecosystem Science 
(Interactive Group Activity – Breakouts and Group Report Out) 

2:15 PM  Break 

 
2:30 PM 

Concurrent Discussion Sessions #1 
 Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility  

+ Jennifer Ewald, Science Communication Outreach Liaison, Bureau of Ocean 
Energy Management 
+ Sallie Hejl, Science Advisor, NPS Regions 6, 7, & 8 | Research Coordinator, Desert 
Southwest CESU 
+ Judith Swift, Director, North Atlantic Coast CESU  
+ Tom Fish, National Coordinator, CESU Network National Office 

 
2:30 PM 

Concurrent Discussion Sessions #1 
 Science Translation 

+ Ben Becker, NPS Research Coordinator, Californian CESU 

 
3:30 PM 

Concurrent Discussion Sessions #2 
 Partnering Across Networks 

+ Ali Ainsworth, Science Advisor/Ecologist, NPS Regions 8, 9, 10, & 12 |  
Co-Lead, Pacific Northwest CESU & Research Coordinator, Great Basin CESU 
+ Lisa Ellsworth, Assistant Professor, Department of Fisheries, Wildlife, and 
Conservation Sciences, Oregon State University 
+ Roel Lopez, Head, Department of Rangeland, Wildlife, and Fisheries 
Management & Director, Natural Resources Institute, Texas A&M University 
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3:30 PM 

Concurrent Discussion Sessions #2 
 Rapid Response Framework 

+ Judith Swift, Director, Coastal Institute, University of Rhode Island & Director, 
North Atlantic Coast CESU 
+ Amber Neville, Assistant Director, Coastal Institute, University of Rhode Island 
+ Steve Lehmann, Senior Scientific Support Coordinator (retired), NOAA Office of 
Response and Restoration 
+ Ann Hitchcock, Chief Curator, National Park Service 

4:30 PM  Reflections and Future Directions 
+ CESU Council Remarks 
+ CESU Directors Remarks 

4:55 PM  Wrap Up 

 


